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A Teaching Report of a University Writing Course
Using Rirekisho and Undergraduate Students’ Peer Support
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Abstract

Recently, as writing has become an area of focus throughout universities in Japan, a variety of writing courses have
become available to improve students’ academic and general writing skills. In addition to these courses, many
universities have created writing centers in which students are provided with supplemental, out-of-class support, usually
by the professor, or graduate-student assistants because more detailed support is necessary for each individual student
to improve his, or her composition. In this paper, the authors will introduce a writing support program conducted at a
technical institute in southwestern Japan, in which 2™ and 3" year undergraduate students provide support to 1 year
university students enrolled in a rirekisho (Japanese CV) writing course; findings from research into the effectiveness of
that support will also be discussed. Data was collected in pre- and post-treatment writing tests and results were
analyzed. Results show an increase in 1% year students’ writing test scores (n=81), after receiving peer support, and
significant increases were found in the scores of “Jiko-PR (Self-introduction)” and “Gakuseijidai ni Chikara wo Iretakoto
(What we focused on school days)” especially in the part of the rubric which evaluates the logicality and the contents of

writing.
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ACR TV, HHRNELES (IS 525N TWE, HEWEAELZEMT 52 GC1BLUPRIIZBWT,
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Gt Rl 5.00 Ll 7.00 &Rt il 5.00 il 7.00
Tl 4.50 F¥fE 6.94 »<0.01 FIgH 4.94 SEIGfE 6.84 »<0.01
LR 22 1. 89 T 1.13 T 1.46 T 1.48
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FHEBAICE ANZE (GC3 -GC7) HC PR (PR3 -PR7)
i SCE A7 L MacNemar ES e Ztz L MacNemar
(3= 0—1 1—0 0—0 1—1 e (e} 0—1 1—0 0—0 1—1 HRIE
GC3 4(12.5%) 1(3.1%) 1(3.1%) 26(81.3%) n.s PR3 7(21.9%) 1 (2.0%) 1 (2.0%) 40(81.6%) »<0.05
GC4 5(15.6%) 01(0.0%) 0(0.0%) 27(84.4%) n.s PR 4 8(25.0%) 2 (4.1%) 4 (8.2%) 35(71.4%) n.S.
GC5 7(21.9%) 2(6.3%) 1(3.1%) 22(68.8%) »<0.05 PR5 13(40.6%) 2 (4.1%) 7 (14.3%) 27(55.1%) n.s.
GC6 1 (3.1%) 0(0.0%) 1(3.1%) 30(93.8%) 7.5. PR6 15(46.9%) 1 (2.0%) 0 (0.0%) 33(67.3%) »<0.01

GC7 1 (3.1%) 0(0.0%) 0(0.0%) 31(9.9%) 7.5. PR7 9(28.1%) 8(16.3%) 7(14.3%) 25(51.0%) 7.5,
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