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The effects of an out-of-class practical learning community on first-year student motivation
(Acquisition of basic technology in the Department of Information Network Engineering)

Makoto SUDO*!

Abstract

In this study, I examined the effects on motivation induced after the introduction of the “Picture” practical
community for supporting out-of-class learning. I hoped that “Picture” would support the academic motivation of new
students and improve the learning outcomes in the Department of Information Network Engineering. I will first
introduce the significance of this study and the effects that I expected the out-of-class practical community to have. Next,
I will concretely describe the following points: the present state of the Department of Information Network Engineering,
the launch of the practical community, what that practical community does, and the research methods I used to evaluate
it. After that, to investigate the change in motivation of the students who participated in the practical community, I
describe the results of a questionnaire on the decline of motivation in first-year university students that I administered. I
finally evaluate the degree to which “Picture” course objectives were achieved, and discuss the results of the motivation

survey.
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