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Cognitive Analysis of the Polysemic Expansion of Meaning
In the Japanese word “z70” ‘color’

Kanji MATSUNAKA ™

Abstract

Cognitive semantics, researchers agree that the meanings of words and phrases necessarily vary to a certain
degree depending on their contexts and situations in which they are used. However, a type of shared core sense
underlies these semantic variations and expansions.

This paper examines polysemic structures and its cognitive mechanisms related to the Japanese word “iro” ‘color’ in
Manga through the lens of cognitive semantics. Through the employment of adequate cognitive notions, such as “the
core sense,” the expansion of the polysemic meaning of “iro” ‘color’ can be explained. I further identify a useful approach
to apply these findings to the description of meaning presented in dictionaries.
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