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Regional Cooperative Education in an Engineering College

Yasuaki TATSUMI*

Abstract

Currently, universities in Japan have three missions: education, research, and social contribution. More direct
collaboration between university students and faculty members with local communities and companies to solve regional
problems at even or perhaps especially engineering universities, which are known for research-based industry-academia
collaboration, is imperative. In this paper, we report on the regional cooperative education that was conducted at an
engineering college in Fukuoka Prefecture, Japan. Regional cooperative education comprises on-campus education to
develop generic skills and specialized knowledge as well as off-campus education to practice the aforementioned aspects
in project-based learning. On- and off-campus education are each accredited as regular lessons and are classified into
lecture-unlinked and lecture-linked types. In 2021, when both on- and off-campus education were first implemented, 21
people participated in on-campus education, which was classified as a lecture-unlinked type, and 88 people participated in
off-campus education, which encompassed both lecture-unlinked and lecture-linked types.
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