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Overview of University-wide Al Literacy Education at Kurume Institute of Technology:
Relationship between Students' PC Operation Skills and their Motivation to Learn “Introduction to AI”

Mariko ODA*'*? Jin HARA™, Ryosuke YASAKA™ and Yosuke SENTA*!

Abstract

In recent years, machine learning and deep learning have devolved dramatically as the backdrop of large amounts
of data and improvements in computing power, and artificial intelligence (AI) technology has come to be employed in
every field. Al Strategy2019aims that Al data science literacy and related abilities should be acquired by all university
students regardless of their majors.And the Strategy mandates universities to develop human resources in
correspondence with the Al era. At Kurume Institute of Technology, AT Education Support Department of the Applied
Al—Research Laboratory, which was established in April2020, is in charge of the development and promotion of
university—wide Al education programs.A compulsory common education course entitled “Introduction to Artificial
Intelligence (AI Gairon)” was initiated in2020to provide all the freshmen Al literacy and related abilities.

First, this paper overviews the practical Al education offered in the course above mentioned. Then, the disparity of
students’ skills on computer operation is reported. It induces problems in carrying out the programming—focused hands
—on learning. We also conducted a survey and found the relation between students’ computer operation skills and their
motivation to take the course. In conclusion, the paper contemplates future Al education at the Kurume Institute of
Technology.
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