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Historical Changes of “Moral Education Through Thinking and Discussion” in Japan

Kenichiro HORIT*™

Abstract

In recent years, the importance of moral education has increased in Japan. The introduction of the “special subject of
moral education,” in particular, has been a major turning point. At elementary and junior high schools, a new official
subject in moral education, called “tokubetsu no kyoka dotoku,” will be introduced from the academic years 2018 and
2019, respectively. Moral education has been taught since 1958 as an informal subject; however, its focus will change
from reading related materials to teaching that encourages thinking and discussion by schoolchildren. In this study, we
examined how the shifting importance of thinking and discussion as a teaching method has influenced the historical
development of moral education in Japan. Consequently, we discovered that the importance of dialog and discussion in
moral education has increased because they reflect democratic procedures and values. Moreover, it is also necessary to
train attitudes toward the pursuit of new moral values and norms through dialog and discussion in a society where moral

values are increasingly diverse.

Key Words : moral education, class of moral education, special subject of moral education, “tokubetsu no kyoka
dotoku,” moral education through thinking and discussion, moral development
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