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An Analysis on Perceptions of Difficulties in Text Production in Japanese CV Writing
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Abstract

The growing demand for career education at university in recent times has led to various courses becoming available to
improve students’ rirekisho (Japanese CV) writing skills for job-hunting. This study, conducted in a 1% year rirekisho
writing class, focused on identifying what relationship (if any) exists between the amount of difficulty students perceived
when writing the composition portion of their rirekisho and their writing test scores. The authors constructed 35
questions that were composed of seven categories to measure perceptions of difficulty with composition writing. We
found that there were statistically significant differences between high performers (upper 25%, n=42) and low
performers (lower 25%, n=43) in terms of their perceptions of difficulty with the composition writing portion. Differences
were identified in the category of difficulty with revision, in particular, perceptions of difficulty with “how to revise
paragraph construction” (t (83)=—2.648, p<0.05); “reading for revising” (t (83)=—3.270, p<0.01); and “how to revise
sentences” (t (83)=—2.196, p<0.05). Furthermore, there was a significant negative correlation (—0.190 to —0.271) found
between perceptions of difficulty with revision and appropriateness of content. These results indicate that the
appropriateness of content in student’s writing is reliant on his or her respective ability to revise. Our findings suggest
that emphasizing the importance of revision could improve the appropriateness of the contents in students’ CV writing.
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