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New beverage from KIT, “Heart-MUGI coffee”

Misa NAKAMURA*!, Yumika KAI** and Miyu SASAKI*?

Abstract

Heart-MUGI coffee, a coixseed-infused coffee, was produced and brought to market. The underlying premise of this
drink was to produce a new beverage for coffee drinkers containing coixseed. This was the first commercial product
developed at the Kurume Institute of Technology.

First, Heart-MUGI coffee was attempted using 100% coixseed. However, extraction of the roasted coixseed was
insufficient for creating a coffee; instead, a tea with a deep spicy flavor was obtained. The essence of coixseed should
have a popcorn-like flavor with a mild and slightly bitter taste. Next, we searched for a coffee and coixseed blend while
varying the extraction method. Two candidate recipes were subject to a sensory inspection and taste sensor analysis.
Finally, the perfect recipe from these tests was brought to market.

Heart-MUGI coffee was produced on sale by the Izumiya coffee company. A distribution contract was signed with
JA Mizuma and the product was packed in single easy drip cups according to our specifications. Heart-MUGI coffee
began to be sold at stores in JA and KIT since April 2018.
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