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The Name and the Function of the Room of the

Middle Class House in Britain
A Study of British House & Home ——No. 2

Yasuharu KAWANO, Shinya MASUDA and Takako KAWANO

Synopsis
The rooms of the British house are divided into two categories —— sitting rooms and bed rooms.
In the middle-class house, main sitting rooms are composed of two rooms, named as parlour and living room

or as drawing room and dining room.

This study will attempt to clarify the correspondence of these names of the rooms to their functions, based
on some literatures concerned with the British house and its history. H. Muthesius states in “The English
House” that “the notions of the individual types of room are most sharply delimited and uses to which they are

customarily put are the same in every kind of house throughout the country.”
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