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A Sudden Awakening in Eudora Welty’s
“Death of a Traveling Salesman”

Hiroshi IZAKI

Synopsis

The whole story of Eudora Welty’s “Death of a Traveling Salesman” can be interpreted as a dream or vision
that the main character, R. J. Bowman, has at his deathbed. In other words, Bowman is unconsciously verifying
his whole life when he faces his impending death. But he can't realize his failure and dies as a salesman who loses
his humanity, rather than as a true human being. Through his dream or vision, Welty gives us modern men and

women an admonition.
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We feel in Bowman the tension between a much
-too- late recognition of his need to respond to the
unconscious contents of his psyche and the insur-
mountable difficulties of making such a response.
(57)

The instinctive, unconscious part of his psyche, long
repressed, is longing for a release into the primal
basis of its being, and in his physically weakened
state, it overpowers his conscious resistance. (57-58)

The husband’s image suggests with tragic irony the
life of psychic fulfillment that Bowman, by his solip-
sism, has failed to achieve. Sonny is a more positive,
fulfilled anti-self to Bowman. (58)

The ironic comparison of Bowman and Sonny is
stressed through the resemblance of their wide-rim-
med black hats, ... (58)



