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Aging and Independence of Community in Depopulated Mountainous Area

— through the Case Study in Yabe Village in Fukuoka Prefecture ——

Yasuharu KAWANO and Takako KAWANO

SYNOPSIS

The aim of this paper is to clarify the theses and the views regarding the independence of communities where people
can continue living in the depopulated mountainous areas.

In order to do that,we researched the fanctions of communities and the living conditions of the elderly who have been
living for many years in Yabe village in Fukuoka Prefecture. Findings from the research are as follows :

1) The elderly are well aquainted with each other and live closely in the community.

2) They have mutual aids in daily life.

3) The scale of the community depends on the number of households and the small size community cannot support

the elderly.
4) Base of dwelling life had better not be changed for old age.
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