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How to Use Kanji Dictionaries in a Cool Way

Kiyomi YAMASAKI

Abstract
This paper proposes a method of using Kanji dictionaries in a cool way. In Japan, we use computers with

automatic Kanji systems. Therefore, it is very useful to confirm the Kanji code when choosing a Kanji diction-

ary. Comparing the etymologic structures of Kanji (Rikusho) by the two famous Kanji researchers Joken Kato

and Shizuka Shirakawa we approach the very essence of Kanji. However, questions remain. Is it important to

limit the number of Kanji or words? How can we cooperate using Kanji in East Asia? In order to confirm the

priority level of certain Kanji, the author examined specific meaning parts and the school year allocation of

Kanji. Finally, the author explains how to use Shirakawa’s Kanji dictionary in a cool way.
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